The Oregon Trail by ,
178 News Department
"And. sir, who peopled that region and founded those cities?
It was the pioneer and his children, who fought, with a despera-
tion surpassing the heroic. the most effectiYe battle of all-the
battle of the supremacy of the white :11an over the aborigines
and the elements, coupled with isolation and want. that that
immense stretch of country might not fa]] into alien hands, That
they preYailed, sir. history records.
"But. 1\J r. President, had the pioneer been as timorous or as
indifferent as were some of the statesmen of their age. their
efforts '.\'ou lcl ha \'e been but 'a twice-told tale,' remembered only
as are 'the footprints of the traveler over the sand;' and that
land. formerly known as the 'Oregon Country,' instead of being,
as it 110W is, the common heritage of all our people, would be to-
day one of the possessions of the British Empire.
"It is therefore fitting. in view of their achievements, that
Congress should aid the people of the Pacific Northwest in their
desire to exhibit to an astonished world the progress that in so
brief a space of time, and under such trying and difficult condi-
tions, has been made in the arts. in science, in commerce, in agri-
culture, in mining, and in manufacturing, and in all, sir, that goes
to make a great and glorious land."
The Oregon Trail.
Ezra rdeeker. the yenerable pioneer, has returned to his
Puget Sound hOl11e after his remarkable and arduous undertak-
ing of retracing the famous Oregon Trail with an ox-team. A
number of his friends and of historians gathered at the home of
his son-in-law. Eben S. Osborne. in Seattle, to receive 1\'[1'.
Meeker's report and suggestions about permanently marking the
trail. He said Congressman \Vill E. Humphrey had introduced
a bill to accomplish that desired end, and before the meeting ad··
journed it resoh-ed to recommend to President Roosevelt that,
in case the Humphrey bill is enacted, Mr. Meeker: George H.
Himes. of Portland, Oregon. and Clarence B. Bagley, of Seattle,
be chosen as a commission to carry out its provisions. l\Ir.
]\Iecker's hardihood in carrying on the work up to this point is
meeting with deserved praise and approval on every side.
Honoring Whitman's Memory.
\Valla \Valla was the scene of interesting exercises on f\0-
vember 29. 1907. It was the sixtieth anniversary of the martyr-
